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  What does the “Beautiful” in Bonney Lake mean to you? Our individual and community values are reflected by the policies and uses permitted across our local landscapes.  What values do you see reflected across the landscapes of our Bonney Lake community?  Bonney Lake citizens have indicated that they do not want the high-density and congested South Hill “model” for growth to be duplicated here in Bonney Lake.  How are we doing?
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  Contact your elected officials and let them know that the preservation and restoration of the Fennel Creek Watershed is important to you and ask them what they are doing to make sure its natural resources are protected?

Our elected officials regularly make many important decisions which affect the citizen, community and the projects we fund as taxpayers.  Are you letting them know what is important to you?   Don’t let the special interest lobbyists and their priorities be the “loudest” or only voice your elected representatives hear.  

Don’t know who your elected officials are?  Visit the City of Bonney Lake website and find out who your elected Councilmember’s are based upon your address.  Attend Bonney Lake Mayor Johnson’s monthly breakfasts or contact him at 253.447.4309 or neiljohnsonjr@comcast.net .  The Pierce County Councilmember for District 1 is Shawn Bunney at 253.798.3635 or sbunney@co.pierce.wa.us    Our 31st Legislative Dist. members are:  Sen. Pam Roach at 360.786.7660 or roach.pam@leg.wa.gov ;  Rep. Dan Roach at 360.786.7846 or roach.dan@leg.wa.gov ; and Rep. Chris Hurst at 360.786.7866 or hurst.christopher@leg.wa.gov . Congressman for 8th District is Rep. Dave Reichert, local phone 206.276.3438 or dave.reichert@mail.house.gov   Our U.S. Senators are Sen. Patty Murray, Seattle office 206.553.5545 or senator_murray@murray.senate.gov ; and Sen. Maria Cantwell, Seattle office 206.220.6400 or Maria_cantwell@cantwell.senate.gov .   

The Fennel Creek Watershed is a rich environmental resource that flows through private, public and various jurisdictions irrespective of man-made boundaries and without political preference.
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   Join the “DO NO HARM” movement.  What does it mean to be “green”? 
Be aware and then show that you care.  Do you like what you see in front of your house, in your neighborhood, when you travel around your community?  If not, find ways to make a personal difference, volunteer with various groups or agencies or join with your friends and neighbors to find ways to improve our community.  Citizen volunteers are invaluable and even an hour once a month or participation once a year adds up to a better community! Don’t leave it to someone else – that someone else may be YOU!
What is valuable?  Did you know that property values increase when people show they care about their neighborhoods, communities, open spaces, watersheds, native habitats, trees and green places?
Litter?  Picking up just one piece of trash in your neighborhood once a week will soon make it clean and clutter free.
Stormwater?  Everything we put onto the land eventually ends up in our aquifers, streams, river and eventually Puget Sound.  Pollution can occur all at once or over time as the result of gradual contamination.   As they say, water flows downhill and the Fennel Creek Watershed channel is located between steep slopes in the lowest valley on the Bonney Lake plateau.  The Fennel Creek Watershed is where the water natural flows to in our community.
Trees?  The City of Bonney Lake is a Tree City USA.  Besides the esthetic value of trees, they clean our air, provide natural “air conditioning”, and are home to the valuable forest ecosystems which serve as natural surface and ground water filters and which sustain bird, fish and wildlife populations.   Did you know that our Bonney Lake city arborist will evaluate the health and safety of your trees for free?  Contact the city for more information.
Drinking water?  One of the primary sources for the City of Bonney Lake drinking water is the Victor Falls Well facility along Fennel Creek above Victor Falls.  This spring-fed artesian well originates from a substantial aquifer located under the Falling Waters Development.  Information about the Victor Falls well can be found on the annual City of Bonney Lake Utility Report for water.
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 You can vote with your dollars.  Support “green” businesses, developers, and elected officials who embrace preservation of our natural resources.  Have you used or bought from businesses who use environmentally sustainable products and practices?  Do you know builders who strive to retain fragile and sensitive areas during development?  What elected officials listen to “best available science” and work to support environmentally responsible land use practices?    Let us know and we will share that information with our readers.   (We reserve the right to use information we find appropriate to this site).
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Support Public Disclosure Policies and Participate   Encourage the use of public meetings and forums and plan to attend.  Participate in public surveys.  Poor participation and low attendance levels indicate disinterest.  Be prepared to express your opinion and the reasons why you hold those opinions but be yourself.  Remember - your opinions cannot be heard if you are not in attendance or participate.
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Be Informed - Be Courteous – Be Concise
However, if you like noise, more high-density housing and commercial development, traffic congestion, more taxes, loss of livability, and loss of green space – then don’t do anything.







